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It is far more easy to tell what the writer
thought, felt and did, in the first person,
than to resort to tedious circumlocution. As
a large part of the interest of such a
narrative must consist in describing the
sensations experienced in passing through
such appalling dangers and tremendous
vicissitudes of fortune, it is clear that in a
work of plain fact the writer cannot avoid
making himself more prominent than his
com rades. His own emotions and the
incidents in which he participated will be
indelibly engraven in his memory, while
impressions received at second hand grow
dim with the passage of years. It also
happened that, in most cases where
selection was practicable, the writer was
made the spokesman of the whole party,
and was thus brought into more frequent
contact with both friend and foe. Many
instances of this will be noticed all through
the story. Great care has been taken in the
citation of authorities. The writer has not
hesitated to claim for his own notes and
memories the full weight to which they are
entitled, and has carefully indicated the
sources from which he has drawn all other
facts. In no portion of war history of equal
magnitude is there more abundant material
preserved both on the Federal and the
Confederate(Typographical errors above
are due to OCR software and dont occur in
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