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January 1882. Ix Trust. AS tory of a Lady
and herL over. Chapter XXXIV. THE
heiresss TRIAL. ROSES letter to Cosmo
had been conceived in a sudden commotion
of feeling, in which her instincts and
sensations had come uppermost, and got
almost out of her own control. That savage
sense of property which exists in
unreasoning childhood had risen to flame
and fire within her, mingled with and inade
still more furious by the terror and panic of
possible loss. Beneath all her gentleness
and smoothness and the many glosses of
civilisation that clothed her being, Eose
had an entirely primitive nature, tenacious
of every personal belonging, full of natural
acquisitiveness and a love of having, which
children and savages share with many
highly cultivated persons. She was one of
those who, without any conscious evil
meaning, are rendered desperate by the
idea of personal loss. Her first impulse,
when she knew that her rights were in
danger,was to fight for them wildly, to turn
upon all assailants with impassioned fury.
She did not want to hurt anyone, but what
she had got she meant to keep. The idea of
losing the position to which she had been
elevated, and the fortune which had made
her for the last year so much more
important a person than before, filled her
with a kind of cruel panic or fierce terror
which was ready to seize at any instrument
by which its enemies could be confounded.
This fierce passion of fear is apt to do more
mischief than deliberate cruelty. It will
launch any thunderbolt that comes to hand,
arrest the very motion of the earth, if
possible, and upset the whole course of
mortal living. It is more unscrupulous than
any tyrant. Rose was altogether possessed
by this ferocious terror. When she saw her
property and importance threatened, she
looked about her wildly to see what
machinery she could set in motion for the
confusion of her enemies and her
own(Typographical errors above are due to
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