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The Proceedings describe the current state
of research dealing with biological shape
analysis. The quantitative analysis of the
shape of biological organisms represents a
challenge that has now seen breakthroughs
with new methodologies such as elliptical
Fourier analysis, quantitative trait loci
analysis (Qtls), chromosome segment
substitution lines (Cssls), thin plate splines,
etc. The Proceedings also illustrate the
diversity of disciplines that are actively
involved in the characterization and
analysis of biological shape. Moreover,
many of the papers focus on the
relationship of the shape to the processes
that determine the biological form, an issue
of major continuing concern in biology.
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