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When I was your age, there were no such
childrens books as there are now. Those
which we had were few and dull, and the
pictures in them ugly and mean :while you
have your choice of books without number,
clear, amusing, and pretty, as well as really
instructive, on subjects which were only
talked of fifty years ago by a few learned
men, and very little understood even by
them. So if mere reading of books would
make wise men, you ought to grow up
much wiser than us old fellows. But mere
reading of wise books will not make you
wise men: you must use for yourselves the
tools with which books are made wise; and
that is your eyes, and ears, and common
sense. Now, among those very stupid
old-fashioned boys books was one which
taught me that; and therefore I am more
grateful to it than if it had been as full of
wonderful pictures as all the natural history
books you ever saw.(Typographical errors
above are due to OCR software and dont
occur in the book.)About the Publisher
Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical
writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics,
Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic
Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology
to regenerate facsimiles of historically
important writings. Careful attention has
been made to accurately preserve the
original format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text. Read
books online for free at
www.forgottenbooks.org
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